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Worship Opportunities 

Sundays 
Worship     10:30  a.m. 
Bible Classes    9:30  a.m. 
Mid-Week 
Wednesday     7:00 p.m. 
 

Records you  
Made: 

8/2/15 7/25/15 

Bible Classes 54 33 

Worship Service 147 93 

General Contribution 
2nd Sunday - Bldg 

$2350.00 $1713.00 

Wed Bible Class 23 VBS 

Baptisms/ - - 

Patchogue  Church of Christ 
Patchogue,  NY  11772 

A multi-racial community of believers with a 

purpose and vision to live holy lives, fulfill the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ by serving 

each other and  our community with compas-

sion,  love and the  powerful gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

No Testimony Without A Test 

Matthew 26 & Acts 2 

 

Clearly Peter wasn’t ready to share his testimony of Jesus. It 

was unfortunate that Peter disowned Jesus three times. The 

bible states in 1 Samuel 16:7, “Man looks at the outward 

appearance but God looks at the heart.” By outward appear-

ances, Peter failed the test! God could have decided to end 

his use of Peter to share the Lord’s testimony. However, 

Peter didn’t give up and neither should we!  Praise be to 

the Lord that he uses Heavenly wisdom (and not worldly 

wisdom) spoken of in James 3:17  “ …but the wisdom that 

comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impar-

tial and sincere.” God saw fit to use Peter later on, on the day 

of Pentecost. 

 Acts 2:14 “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you 

who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen care-

fully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you 

suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 36 “Therefore let all 

Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  37 When the people heard 

this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  38 Peter replied, 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom 

the Lord our God will call.”  40 With many other words he 

warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save you from this 

corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message 

were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 

their number that day.  

God did not give up on Peter, even though he failed three 

tests.  Because of God’s unfailing love, Peter didn’t give up 

on God even though he failed three tests.   God used him to 

give a powerful testimony that led 3,000 people to repen-

tance and baptism.  Praise God!!  Let us encourage (Hebrews 

3:13) one another not to give up, not only when we face 

trials, but even when we fail tests! Instead, remember the 

lesson of Peter who learned from his tests that led him to his 

testimony. 

 

 

            By 

       Jamal Colson 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches 

of Christ send greetings. Ro 16:16 
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Sin and guilt—deadly! 
There can be no question that guilt is one of the 

great destroyers of the soul. Guilt, whether real or 

imagined, leads individuals on a downward spiral, 

which destroys our relationships and make us unpro-

ductive in the kingdom of God. An individual with a 

guilty conscience often becomes bitter and will lash 

out towards those who are trying to help. 

 Sin is at the root of the problem for sin leads to 

guilt and depression, and the sinful handling of sin 

further complicates matters leading to greater guilt 

and deeper depression. Proverbs 5:22 well describes 

this progression of sin, “His own iniquities entrap the 

wicked man, and he is caught in the cords of his sin.” 

However, guilt, when it brings one to a realization of 

sins committed, should be considered a good thing. 

 We live in an age when our leaders blame the 

problems of the world on “sicknesses; ” they say 

things like “We live in a sick society.” When some-

one assassinates a prominent person we hear, “Our 

nation is sick.” When a couple of teenagers walk into 

a high school with guns blazing and murder over a 

dozen people we hear, “Society is to blame.” The 

idea of “sickness” or societal shortcomings as the 

cause of personal problems remove the concept of 

personal human responsibility, and this is the crux of 

the problem! People are reluctant to consider them-

selves responsible for the wrongs they do! The ten-

dency is to blame others, whether family, friends or 

society. 

 The Bible never discusses the problems of the 

world as “sickness,” but rather, it points out that sin 

is the real culprit (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). By blaming the 

problems of the world on “sickness” we may cause 

people to lose all hope, for there is no vaccine to cure 

the “sickness” of the world. However, when we point 

out that the problem of the world is “sin” there is 

hope, for “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners,” (I Timothy 1:15). 

 When we become conscious of our sins, we are 

confronted with a choice. Either we have ours sins 

removed by the blood of Christ, or we allow the guilt 

of our sins to lead us to self-destruct. 

 If we are driving a car and the dial on the cool-

ant temperature gauge on the dashboard moves to the 

red zone; we’ll understand that the car is overheating. 

What should we do next? We can stop the car, go to 

the trunk and get a hammer, and smash the gauge to 

pieces - and then continue on our way. However, we 

know, that action, will not get us very far; destroying 

the temperature gauge  will not remove the problem, 

it simply masks it for a little while. 

 Our conscience is a lot like the red zone on the 

temperature gauge, it tells us when we have a prob-

lem that needs attention. We can go to a psychologist 

or psychiatrist and have our conscience soothed, 

seared or even destroyed, but the problem remains. 

The problem is sin and it will never get better on its 

own! We may ignore it until it is cauterized (1 Tim. 

4:2), at which time we will no longer be bothered by 

it (although it is still there) or we can take action that 

will solve the problem and remove the guilt of sin.  

Sin is painful! Sin caused the Son of God to be 

nailed to a cruel cross. Sin left alone will crush and 

destroy us. However, there is hope,  for “Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). 

Jesus Christ is the answer for a clear/clean con-

science and a sinful soul. He cleanses us by washing 

us in His powerful blood (Rev. 1:5). This is the only 

solution for a guilty conscience and a sinful soul, 

hence Jesus call us to Himself, “Come to me, all you 

who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest 

…” (Matt. 11:28-30). Is your conscience clean? Are 

you sins forgiven? Are you sure? Let’s talk about it. 

Lancelot W. 



“Turn the other cheek?  Huh!” (Part 2) 

As we exam this concept of “turn the other 
cheek” with an open heart, we start to realize a power-
ful message.  Last week we looked at Matt. 5:39 and 
discovered the point is NOT about being a doormat; 
but instead, it is about addressing our vengeful sides.  
Paul understood this message and taught it this way in 
Romans 12 (read the whole thing): 

Rom. 12:14-21 Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse. 15 ... 16 Live in harmony 
with one another... 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my 
friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: 
"It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20 
On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, 
you will heap burning coals on his head." 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Paul says vengeance is NOT in the rights of 
man, it belongs to the Lord.  Attempting revenge would 
put us outside of our jurisdiction!  We’d be standing in 
a state of authority that is NOT given to us.  I’ve seen 
times when we are wronged: we begin cursing, fight-
ing, gossiping, hating, stealing, etc.  We convince our-
selves that we have the right because we were hurt.  
We are never given the right to do evil!  So what are 
we supposed to do?  Paul challenges us to BLESS & 
SERVE our enemy.  “WHAT?  Is God kidding?”  If you 
think about the best vengeance you could give without 
going to jail, what would it be?  Your Bible says by 
serving, you heap burning coals on your enemies 
head.  If we react, we are not leaving room for God to 
work.  All we do is bring judgement on ourselves for 
our evil.  You and I are meant to be controlled by the 
Spirit of God, NOT the wicked.  Rom. 8:9 You, how-
ever, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the 
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. 
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Privileged to Serve 8/9/2015 
Morning Service 
Song leader        Brian Maddox 
Call to worship      
Welcome/Prayer        Jamal Colson 
Song  #1      480  
Scripture – Psalm 14:1-7  JJ Stallworth 

Songs #2     874  
Song #3     837 (1,2,4) 
Second Prayer       Tom Meehan 
Song  # 4      364   
Lord’s table and Collection: 
Lead           Joe Cirnigliaro 
Assistant         Barry Koeber 
Assistant         Steve Lynch  
Assistant         John Sicignano 
Song  - Kids to class  
Song #5        162  (1,2,4)  
Scripture - James 2:18-26 Ryan Costello  
Sermon -           Lancelot Watson 
Invitation #6     924      
Responses & prayer:     
Mike Salimbene 
John Stallworth 
Announcements &     
Closing Prayer       Jamal Colson 
Closing Song #7  703 

Recognizing Religious Dysfunction Part II 
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 

and faultless is this…” 
Be dedicated to God, but vigilant against dysfunc-

tion.  It is good to be fully dedicated to Christ in the 
promise of our best life now and to come.  But it is wise 
to be aware of our own mindset and the condition of our 
church culture.   

The Signs of Systemic Problems- No further 
learning – “I told you how to think already.” 

The first warning sign to look for is an environment 
where active learning is discouraged and endless repeti-
tion of selected doctrines persists.  Churches that oper-
ate this way expect you to learn what they give you as 
they give it, so that they can clone themselves.  It is for 
them, not God. After that you are not permitted to re-
visit your training, except to repeat the same things.  
They convince you that learning is akin to heresy.  Such 
teachers forget Proverbs; “An intelligent heart acquires 
knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge”. 
Hebrews says learning should be ongoing…  “In fact, 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's 
word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!”  -
No Questions - “Don’t question what I say or do.”  

One of the hallmarks of a strong and mature man of 
God is the ability to be questioned and prodded on doc-
trine although it is very upsetting or uncomfortable.  It 
is even better when you can at times witness them ac-
tively learning with you.  Likewise, the worst sign of 
immaturity is someone who responds to genuine ques-
tioning with hostility.  Just ignore men like this.  Men 
are not God, and are not to be feared.  In Titus we are 
told “teach what accords with sound doctrine” and Paul 
said “the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but 
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.”  
Solomon said “do not take seriously all words which are 
spoken, so that you will not hear your servant cursing 
you. For you also have realized that you likewise have 
many times cursed others.”  A hallmark of a healthy 
system is leaders that can be knocked around a little 
both in doctrine, and by the weaker brethren (who might 
clearly be wrong and have learning to do.)  1 Thess. 5.  
God’s Expectations- Do justly and walk humbly with 
your Lord.     

Contentment: Produced from Humility 

 
 “What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

Don’t they come from your desires that battle within 

you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You 

covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel 

and fight.… But he gives us more grace. That is why 

Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but shows fa-

vor to the humble.’ 7 Submit yourselves, then, to 

God” (James 4:1-2; 6-7).  

 In spite of our “fights and quarrels,” which are 

based on covetousness, greed, and pride, God gives us 

even “more grace,” and when we realize our pitifully 

sinful condition before Him, and our need for His 

grace, we can only follow James’ advice to submit 

ourselves to God in humility. Our submission to God 

(and also to each other as commanded in Ephesians 

5:21, “Submit to one another out of reverence for 

Christ”) is what gives us contentment. It is really our 

pride that leads us to the evil desires that cause strife 

among us: “Where there is strife, there is pride” (Prov. 

13:10), and with strife, there can be no contentment. 

Contentment will come through the suppression of 

pride, following the Bible’s instruction to “in humility 

value others above [y]ourselves” (Philippians 2:3), and 

following Christ’s example, who “made himself noth-

ing by taking the very nature of a servant” (vs. 7).  As 

He emptied himself of His divine nature, we must 

empty ourselves of any feeling of a right to be honored, 

and instead give honor, remembering that without 

God’s grace we would be beneath contempt.   

Easton’s Bible Dictionary notes that contentment 

“is produced from humility – our awareness of our own 

unworthiness.” Getting rid of pride and putting on hu-

mility is one source of contentment. It eradicates self-

aggrandizement and our desire for glory. In past weeks 

we have also seen that grumbling, envy and anxiety are 

opposed to contentment and should be eradicated. Let 

us strive to throw off these hindrances, fear God, and 

“rest content, untouched by trouble” (Proverbs 19:23). 

Living it Out—
Practical Christianity 

by  
Benjamin Field 

Ladies’ Corner 

by  

Paulette Watson 


