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Worship Opportunities 

Sundays 
Worship     10:30  a.m. 
Bible Classes    9:30  a.m. 
Mid-Week 
Wednesday     7:00 p.m. 
 

Records you  
Made: 

8/30/15 8/23/15 

Bible Classes 27 26 

Worship Service 82 96 

General Contribution 
2nd Sunday - Bldg 

$2051.00 $1412.00 

Wed Bible Class 32 28 

Baptisms / YTD - 10 

Patchogue  Church of Christ 
Patchogue,  NY  11772 

A multi-racial community of believers with a 

purpose and vision to live holy lives, fulfill the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ by serving 

each other and  our community with compas-

sion,  love and the  powerful gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

Overcome Evil with Good 
 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. (Romans 12:21 NIV) 
 
Young people, how many times have you at-
tempted to overcome evil with evil. The world's 
standards are: If you hurt me, then I will get you 
back. It seems like many, if not most people op-
erate at this level.  Be assured, these standards 
are not from God and we need to be watchful of 
that doctrine. I call it doctrine because if we are 
not careful to align our stance with God on these 
matters, then we can allow contrary teachings or 
practices in. 
 
In the book of Peter we are reminded in this 
way: 
 
Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. 
On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, be-
cause to this you were called so that you may 
inherit a blessing. (1 Peter 3:9 NIV) 
 
As we endure the evil in this world suffering for 
doing good we will inherit a blessing. In fact, God 
asks us  to repay evil with BLESSING! Imagine 
that! God knows when and how the blessing is 
coming. We have to trust him! 
 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to 
do what is right in the eyes of God and not just 
everyone. (Romans 12:17 NIV)  

 

 

            By 

       Jamal Colson 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches 

of Christ send greetings. Ro 16:16 

THE GOSPEL TRUTHTHE GOSPEL TRUTHTHE GOSPEL TRUTH   
Patchogue Church of Christ 
295 Sunrise Service Road N. 
Patchogue, NY 11772. 

Volume 2 No. 36Volume 2 No. 36Volume 2 No. 36   September 6, 2015September 6, 2015  

The Grace of Giving, Pt II 
Last week, we saw that our contribution is 

important because of What it is and  because of 

What it does. We continue this discussion with the 

notion that our contribution is important because  of  

How it is done and because of What it brings.  

3. Our contribution is important because of 

How it is done. Giving that pleases God is planned, 

done willingly, and from a cheerful heart. Planned 

giving means that due thought and consideration is 

be  given prior to the actual time of giving.  “Each 

man should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver,” (2 Cor 9:7). Serious 

and prayerful thought should be engaged in to de-

termine the amount that will be given to the Lord. 

The giver should always be conscious of the fact 

that the Church is only a steward of the Lord. The 

contribution is a gift of thanksgiving to God for His 

benevolence, kindness and grace. The Church is the 

vehicle the Lord uses to collect His gift. We give to 

the Lord by giving to the Church. Our gift to God 

should be given willingly and from what  you have.  

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is accept-

able according to what one has, not according to 

what he does not have,” (2 Cor 8:12). This means 

that the amount given by members will vary from 

person to person, because we  do not all have/earn 

the same amount. Before God however, the person 

who gives the smaller amount  may be reckoned as 

having given more than persons who gave larger 

amounts. The Lord looks at the amount given as a 

percentage of the amount from which it was taken. 

 “Jesus sat down opposite the place where the 

offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 

their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 

people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 

came and put in two very small copper coins, 

worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disci-

ples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this 

poor widow has put more into the treasury than all 

the others,” (Mark 12:41-43). 

   The widow gave more than the rich who 

“threw in large amounts” because while she gave 

everything, their “large amounts” was a small per-

centage of the total amount. They could and should 

have given much more. Their “large amounts” were 

too small by God’s reckoning.  

   We are to give from what we have. Therefore 

any increase in income or  unexpected monetary 

gains   should also mean an increase in our contri-

bution.  We have been instructed to plan what to 

give, we are also expected to give what we planned. 

“Now finish the work, so that your eager willing-

ness to do it may be matched by your completion 

of it, according to your means,” (2 Cor 8:11). 

4. Our contribution is important because of 

what it brings. We do not serve God for nothing 

(Job 1:9) and God “rewards those who earnestly 

seek Him,” (Heb. 11:6).  “God is able to make all 

grace abound to you, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in 

every good work,” (2 Cor 9:8). “Give, and it will be 

given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together and running over, will be poured 

into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you," (Luke 6:38). Proportionate 

generous giving brings greater returns from God to 

ourselves. 

A question often asked is since tithing 

(10%) is not commanded in the New Covenant, 

what’s the minimum I should give? The general 

answer is 10% of your gross income as the Lord 

has consistently asked for more, never less. 
Lancelot W.  



“What do I do?” 

When we think of faith, the first name that comes to 
mind is Abraham.  He is so honored in scripture for all the 
ways he trusted God in precarious situations.  Most times 
you may not find your faith as Abraham.  I bet you may be 
able to relate to the desperate father with his struggling son 
as he was seeking Jesus’ help: 

Mk. 9:24 -"I do believe; help me overcome my unbe-
lief!" 

In difficult times and complicated situations, many of us 
find ourselves with this thread of belief, but desiring to be 
faithful.  Situations span relationships, finances, health, etc.  
In these moments, we are faced with choices.  Sometimes 
the best path is obvious.  However, NOT always.  WHY?  
I’ll suggest a couple concepts.  As a basis: God is in control 
and is Lord of heaven and earth.  He cares for you and me 
and is always looking to help us grow.  To help us grow he 
presents us with opportunities in a couple of areas.   

To help our faith: he presents us with scenarios where 
we cannot see the end!  Like Abraham was challenged to go 
to a land he knew not. (Heb. 11:8).  We don’t just wake up 
one day with the faith we need for the rest of our lives. Our 
faith needs to grow. (2 Thes. 1:3) 

To help our wisdom: he presents situations which we 
have to figure out.  The younger you are, you struggle with 
“simple” things.  As you mature, things you struggled with 
in youth become simpler; your challenges get harder and 
harder.  The wisdom required gets greater.  James shows we 
need wisdom in “trials”. 

Jam. 1:2-5 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance 
must finish its work so that you may be mature and com-
plete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he 
should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him. 

If you find yourself in a tough spot, be confident; know 
God is working and has your back.  

Heb. 12:7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treat-
ing you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father. 

Deut. 31:6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid 
or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you." 
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Privileged to Serve 9/6/2015 
Morning Service 
Song leader        Greg Watkins 
Call to worship      
Welcome/Prayer        Mike Salimbene 
Song  #1       129  
Scripture – Psalm 19:7-14  Garrett Watkins 

Songs #2      100  
Song #3      101 
Second Prayer       Tom Meehan 
Song  # 4      903  
Lord’s table and Collection: 
Lead             Jason Harper 
Assistant           Mike Costello 
Assistant           Steve  Lynch  
Assistant             Anthony Soto 
Song  - Kids to class  
Song #5        453  
Scripture - 2 Cor. 9:6-11     John Sicignano  
Sermon -            Lancelot Watson 
Invitation #6     924      
Responses & prayer:     
Jamal Colson 
Derek Peterson 
Announcements &     
Closing Prayer       Mike Salimbene 
Closing Song #7  703 

 Context in History – The Present State of Things 

 
A look at the Church of Christ movement.   
At the time of the Restoration Movement a return to 

biblical grounds in life and religious practice gave rise to 
some religious movements – one of them was the Church 
of Christ which is one of the most conservative in theol-
ogy.  Here is a look at our current status in rough num-
bers:  

- Worldwide we consist of just over 2,000,000 people, 
or roughly 0.03% of the entire population of the world.   

- Just over half of that population resides in the United 
States, or 1,300,000.  That is roughly 0.4% of the popula-
tion of the U.S. Therefore the overwhelming majority of 
C.O.C. individuals reside in the U.S. – approximately 13 
times more than anywhere else in the world.    

- Our numbers by percentage of population are dropping 
and 40% of our kids fall away by college.  We have the 
4th largest number of congregations in the country de-
spite our microscopic population which means we fight all 
of the time -  and we split.  

Let’s discount that there are about 2 billion children in 
the world that would get a “babies ticket” to heaven.  Ad-
ditionally, Lancelot pointed out once (which I agree with) 
that it is impossible to throw 100% of entire groups of 
religious people into the stockpiles of hell without leaving 
room for God to judge individuals, so perhaps we could 
reason there are some outside the “Church of Christ” ban-
ner too.   But no matter how you slice it, we are truly a 
“remnant chosen by grace” described in Romans 11.   
Jesus once said “but when the Son of Man comes will he 
find faith on Earth?”  

- The numbers don’t lie, we are losing the numbers 
game, and any of us may easily prophesy that the world 
and our country is going to draw God into judgment one 
day.  Don’t be shocked as our elected officials are thrown 
into jail for abstaining from evil.  Don’t be shocked with 
what you see on the T.V. or hear on the radio.  Don’t be 
surprised as we are silenced and persecuted since we don’t 
own this culture.   

The “bright side?  1 Timothy 4 says no matter what 
we do this is our destiny.  We see 2nd Timothy 3 coming 
true before our eyes in our laws, and across the nation.  
And we see 2 Peter 3 coming true as well. Therefore we 
need not fret as God does not judge the health and state of 
His self-described “remnant” by the numbers but by the 
loyalty of those still left.   

Contentment:  A Summary of our Study 
 

A study of Christian contentment could be inex-
haustible, but variety is generally appreciated, so after 
six weeks of study on contentment I’d like to summa-
rize our main thoughts and then move on to another 
topic. Our definition, from Eaton’s Bible dictionary, 
stating that contentment is a state of mind in which we 
are satisfied with our lot in life whatever it may be, 
was our launching pad. 

We looked at the Hebrew writer’s advice to “be 
content with what you have” (Hebrews 13:5) and noted 
that credit card debt, a major problem in today’s world, 
both demonstrates and causes discontent. We also saw 
that grumbling, envy, and worry are three major ene-
mies of contentment, and that guarding our hearts 
(Proverbs 24:12) by monitoring our every thought,     
(2 Corinthians 10:5) will help us to overcome these 
enemies. Pride, which is found wherever there is strife 
(Proverbs 13:10), causes discontent, but it can be dealt 
with when we follow the Bible’s instruction to “in hu-
mility value others above [y]ourselves” (Philippians 
2:3). A great source of contentment, therefore, is hu-
mility. Contentment comes when we become aware of 
our own unworthiness and sinfulness, and are  thankful 
to God for his wonderful salvation. 

God’s promises, we realized, is one of our best 
sources of contentment because many of them offer us 
comfort, security, protection, and provision of our 
needs. So we spent some time considering some of 
these promises. We emphasized that God’s- promises 
are rooted in His character and the credibility of His 
words, and we can therefore trust in them and have 
confidence in Him – “God is God; He is the fait-
ful God,” (Deut. 7:9), and “God… does not lie” (Titus 
1:2).  

We listed several of God’s “great and precious” 
promises, for example, His promise that we will not be 
tempted beyond our ability to bear or resist the tempta-
tion, and that if we submit to God and resist the devil 
he will flee from us. We concluded by looking at find-
ing contentment in a “big picture” promise, that “in all 
things God works for the good of those who love 
him” (Romans 8:28) and that His ultimate purpose is to 
make us Holy so that we can be with Him. 

Living it Out—
Practical Christianity 

by  
Benjamin Field 

Ladies’ Corner 

by  

Paulette Watson 


