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Worship Opportunities 

Sundays 
Worship     10:30  a.m. 
Bible Classes    9:30  a.m. 
Mid-Week 
Wednesday     7:00 p.m. 
 

Records you  
Made: 

7/12/15 7/5/15 

Bible Classes 39 40 

Worship Service 101 106 

General Contribution 
2nd Sunday - Bldg 

$1575.00 
$345.00 

$2006.00 

Wed Bible Class 22 20 

Baptisms/ - - 

Patchogue  Church of Christ 
Patchogue,  NY  11772 

A multi-racial community of believers with a 

purpose and vision to live holy lives, fulfill the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ by serving 

each other and  our community with compas-

sion,  love and the  powerful gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

“Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
by Keri Smith 

A rat looked through a crack in the wall to see the 
farmer and his wife opening a package. What food 
might it contain? He was aghast to discover that it was 
a rat trap. Retreating to the farmyard the rat proclaimed 
the warning; “There is a rat trap in the house, a rat trap 
in the house!” 

The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head 
and said, “Excuse me, Mr. Rat, I can tell this is a grave 
concern to you, but it is of no consequence to me. I 
cannot be bothered by it.” 

The rat turned to the pig and told him, “There is a 
rat trap in the house, a rat trap in the house!” “I am so 
very sorry Mr. Rat,” sympathized the pig, “but there is 
nothing I can do about it but pray. Be assured that you 
are in my prayers.” 

The rat turned to the cow. She said, “Like wow, 
Mr. Rat. A rat trap. I am in grave danger. Duh?” 

So the rat returned to the house, head down and 
dejected, to face the farmer's rat trap lone. That very 
night a sound was heard throughout the house, like the 
sound of a rat trap catching its prey. The farmer's wife 
rushed to see what was caught. In the darkness, she did 
not see that it was a venomous snake whose tail the trap 
had caught. The snake bit the farmer's wife. 

The farmer rushed her to the hospital. She returned 
home with a fever. Now everyone knows you treat a 
fever with fresh chicken soup, so the farmer took his 
hatchet to the farmyard for the soup's main ingredient. 

His wife's sickness continued so that friends and 
neighbors came to sit with her around the clock. To 
feed them the farmer butchered the pig. 

The farmer's wife did not get well. She died, and so 
many people came for her funeral that the farmer had 
the cow slaughtered to provide meat for all of them to 
eat. 

So the next time you hear that someone is facing a 
problem and think that it does not concern you, remem-
ber that when there is a rat trap in the house, the whole 
farmyard is at risk. 

“Are you, your brother's keeper?”   (Genesis 4:9) 

 

 

            By 

       Jamal Colson 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches 

of Christ send greetings. Ro 16:16 
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Is it too hard for God? 
 “Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will 

return to you at the appointed time next year and 

Sarah will have a son,”  (Gen 18:14).  

  Like most promises the easiest part is to 

make it. The difficulty is in keeping it. With God, it 

is different, God always, keeps his promises. The 

promise he made to Abraham required making 

Abraham into a great nation. To fulfill that promise 

Abraham had to father children with his wife Sarah. 

That does not sound difficult. Childbearing is an 

everyday occurrence. With Abraham and Sarah, 

however, there were two problems. Sarah was bar-

ren and even if she could conceive, she was too old 

to give birth to a child. She was sixty five years old. 

For us that’s an impossible situation, but for God 

that’s an easy proposition. Your life and mine will 

be richly enhanced when we believe that nothing is 

too hard for God.  It is true to say that God has had 

only limited success in convincing His people that 

nothing is “too hard for [Him].”  Sarah did not be-

lieve that she would conceive and bear a son, but 

she did!  

  Israel thought all was lost when they came 

upon the Red sea at its full ebb while fleeing from 

the Egyptian army.  Share the fear and despair in 

their outburst to Moses, “Didn't we say to you in 

Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? 

It would have been better for us to serve the Egyp-

tians than to die in the desert!” (Exodus 14:12)   

Now that disaster stared them in the face, when 

they were convinced that escape was impossible, 

the cry of Moses would ring and pierce their hearts 

as light darkness: “Moses answered the people, ‘Do 

not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliv-

erance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyp-

tians you see today you will never see 

again” (Exod. 14:13). God fulfilled His word; He 

saved Israel and destroyed the Egyptians. “And 

when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD 

displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared 

the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses 

his servant,”  (Exod. 14:31). 

  Throughout history God has demonstrated to 

believers His willingness to be an active force in 

their lives. He enabled them to achieve individual 

goals that were beyond their imaginations. He en-

abled them to carry out His work of redemption, 

reaching people who had given up on themselves. 

Through faith in Him and obedience to His word, 

they would become productive citizens, role models 

in their communities and faithful, dedicated ser-

vants of God. 

  Truly, the God we serve is the God for whom 

nothing is too hard. Making saints out of sinners is 

the marvelous work of God. Jesus told Nicodemus 

how it is done, “You must be born again” (John 

3:3). Impossible? No! God makes it possible 

through Christ. Faith in God, repentance of your 

sins and baptism for the forgiveness of sins, allow 

God to bring about this seemingly impossible 

change to your life. This experiential transforma-

tion  gives a new hold on life, a rich new quality of 

purpose and vision.  It becomes a life that is moral 

and spiritual, exciting and fulfilling, it is now yours 

because you are “in Christ”.  “Therefore, if anyone 

is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!” (2 Cor. 5:17).   

 Do you feel that your life is going nowhere? 

Or, do you feel overwhelmed with a difficult situa-

tion? Or is it that you just have an emptiness 

within? God through Jesus Christ is your solution. 

Turn your life over to Him and He will fix it. He is 

the God for whom nothing is too hard! 

Lancelot W. 



Stop Lying; God doesn’t like it! 

Prov. 6:16-19 There are six things the LORD 
hates, seven that are detestable to him: 17haughty 
eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent 
blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet 
that are quick to rush into evil, 19 a false witness who 
pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension 
among brothers. 

As we learn things that God loves or makes Him 
happy, we also find things that he hates.  Lying is just 
one of those things we all will face; that choice to lie or 
tell the truth.  Should I: 

…be honest on Biblical accuracy when discuss-
ing scripture with a friend? 
…resist the yearning of that gossip moment? 
…resist the manipulating moment in a conversa-
tion when I appear to be wrong? 
…say NO to my boss who asked me to lie? 
…do XYZ?  I know I said I would, but… 

Each truthful moment has consequences.  We’re 
faced with the choice: “If I tell the truth…”  Satan often 
uses this fear to manipulate us into the sin of “Lying”.  
Satan knows “Lying” is something God hates.  He 
wants to change our word from YES to NO and NO to 
YES. (Matt 5:37)  He wants to use your words to hurt 
God and man.  He want you and me to: break our com-
mitments; be untrustworthy; manipulative; fake, etc.  
You and I even appreciate honesty from one another.  
Some who we can depend on and trust. The Bible will 
say: 

Prov. 24:26 An honest answer is like a kiss on the 
lips. 

The Holy Spirit is there challenging our hearts to 
resist Satan and please God.  Jesus often used the 
phrase: “I tell you the truth…”  He was committed to 
love with the truth.  His honesty ultimately even lead to 
the consequences of him facing a cross!   However, He 
was unwavering in His commitment to please his fa-
ther. 

We can learn and imitate our Lord who faced the 
consequences of truth, and decided to please GOD.  
To God be the glory.  AMEN! 
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Privileged to Serve 7/19/2015 
Morning Service 
Song leader        Greg Watkins 
Call to worship      
Welcome/Prayer        Derek Peterson 
Song  #1      23  
Scripture – Psalm 11:1-7   Joe Cirnigliaro  
Songs #2     589  
Song #3     810 
Second Prayer       JJ Stallworth 
Song  # 4      324   
Lord’s table and Collection: 
Lead           Jason Harper 
Assistant         Chris McGue 
Assistant         Mike Costello  
Assistant         C. Hendrickson 
Song  - Kids to class  
Song #5           988    
Scripture -  Phil 3:8  Tom Meehan  
Sermon -           Lancelot Watson 
Invitation #6     315      
Responses & prayer:     
John Stallworth 
John Sicignano 
Announcements &     
Closing Prayer       Derek Peterson 
Closing Song #7  703 

The Practical Purpose of Worship 
When considering the purpose of our gathering every 

Sunday as described in scripture, we see that we, being the 
ekklēsía (called out), are assembled for specific purposes, and 
that our activities are separate from the world; reserved for 
believers of a Holy priesthood.    Of course, we welcome and 
invite all guests who are seeking God.   Just like salvation 
itself, access to this worship is not closed; it is available to 
any person who becomes a Christian.  Still, our worship 
possesses an element of exclusivity to believers.  The Lord’s 
Supper is only for Christians, giving/tithing, and other activi-
ties of worship are provisions for believers to honor God, to 
edify our brothers and sisters, encourage, and teach the 
saints.  (Jn. 4:24, 1 Cor. 14:26-33, Ps 150:1-6, Jn. 4:23, Col 
3:16, Heb13:15, Eph. 5:19, Heb. 10:19-20, Ps145:1, 1 Tim. 
4:13, 1 Cor. 14:3-4) 

It is clear in the scriptures that worship is not purposed 
or declared in the Bible to be specifically expended as a per-
suasive appeal to the intellect for acceptance of Christ.  In-
deed, nearly all of us assembled are already Christian.  It is a 
gathering of Christians in obedience, and for the honor and 
glory of Christ.  This gathering is a result of the Gospel, and 
worship of God is a manifestation of the Gospel. This is dis-
tinctly different from other activities that are targeted to de-
liver the Gospel to others (Gospel meetings, study, etc.) 
whereby we can fulfill the Great Commission irrespective of 
the day.   

Therefore, worship on Sunday is uniquely reserved for 
the God who deserves it firstly, then to the Body, and all other 
benefits and activities thereafter are wonderful, but not our 
purpose on that day.  At the core, it is a spiritually intimate 
event between God and His children and any who wish to be.  
We must never fail to make Him first priority in services.   It is 
critical that worship is a deep expression that does not become 
ritualized appeals aimed at unbelievers when most of us be-
lieve.  Worship should make the Gospel message and the pres-
ence of the Lord among us self-evident and this in itself is the 
best means of conversion on the Lord’s Day.  In 1 Cor. 14 we 
see this as Paul describes a deep experiential evangelism 
through worship that is the reason given for conversion 
through contact with God, as opposed to apologetics.  Experi-
encing true and deep worship convicts the soul.    

Repentance, and conversion are wonderful potential 
benefits of real worship, but not the reason for it.  We can 
fulfill the Great Commission any day, but should consider our 
gathering each Lord’s Day as primarily to and for THE 
LORD.  

Confirm Your Calling 
 

“You will never stumble,” “keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive,” and  “nearsighted and 
blind” are some examples of the strong language used 
in 2 Peter 1. For the past nine weeks we have been 
studying the apostle’s advice In 2 Peter 1: 5-11 to dili-
gently strive to add seven Christian qualities to our 
faith: virtue, knowledge, goodness, self-control, perse-
verance, brotherly kindness and love. Peter is very fer-
vent in his plea that we “make every effort to confirm 
[our] calling and election,” by practicing these qualities 
“for if [we] do these things, [we] will never stum-
ble” (2 Peter 1:9). This is an amazing promise from 
God, and an actual blueprint of how to successfully 
live the Christian life. In addition, Peter assures us that: 
“if [we] possess these qualities in increasing measure, 
they will keep [us] from being ineffective and unpro-
ductive in [our] knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 1:8). 

In concluding our study of these qualities, let us 
note the emphasis that is placed on the continuing 
growth that is expected to take place in our practice of 
these graces. We must possess them “in increasing 
measure.” This is a condition we must meet to avoid 
being “ineffective and unproductive.” Peter forth-
rightly tells us that failing to have these qualities means 
we are “nearsighted and blind.” Let us also note the 
decisive certainty behind the affirmation that we “will 
never stumble.” This means that developing and per-
fecting these qualities is the key to our goal of “a rich 
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11). 

This study has been brief, but I hope I have em-
phasized the importance of Peter’s exhortation to 
“confirm [our] calling and election” (NIV) that is 
“make [our] calling and election sure” (KJV) by grow-
ing in these qualities. This is one of God’s “precious 
promises” to us who through our faith in Jesus “have 
escaped the corruption of the world” (2 Peter 2:4). Let 
us individually continue to study each one and to apply 
ourselves diligently to adding them to our faith. 

Living it Out—
Practical Christianity 

by  
Benjamin Field 

Ladies’ Corner 

by  

Paulette Watson 


