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295 Sunrise Road North,  
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Lancelot Watson- Evangelist 
Worship Opportunities 

Sundays 
Worship     10:30  a.m. 
Bible Classes    9:30  a.m. 
Mid-Week 
Wednesday     7:00 p.m. 
 

Records you  
Made: 

3/15/15 3/08/15 

Bible Classes 49 37 

Worship Service 101 93 

General Contribution 
2nd Sunday - Bldg 

$2321.00 $1217.00 
$743.00 

Wed Bible Class 42 ? 

Baptisms/ - - 

Patchogue  Church of Christ 
Patchogue,  NY  11772 

A multi-racial community of believers with a 

purpose and vision to live holy lives, fulfill the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ by serving 

each other and  our community with compas-

sion,  love and the  powerful gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

REFLECTIONS 

 
After hosting our 1st 

Annual Youth Rally we 

need to take some time 

to reflect upon the 

event and to say 

“Thank you” and 

“Praise God for the 

body of Christ his Church.” To all the saints here in 

the Patchogue Church of Christ, Saturday’s youth 

rally could not have happened without God and his 

church. In 1 Corinthians 12 the scriptures discuss 

one body but with many parts. So whether you 

served as clean up, server, decorator, baked food, 

lead songs, prayed for us, prayed with us, and the list 

goes on, no matter how large or small, every part 

made a difference.  

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 25-26 (NIV) 
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all 

its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
13 For we were all baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to 

form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 

free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of 

many. 

Another powerful point from these verses is “we 

were all given the one Spirit to drink” for me that 

means we each can do even greater things than this 

event by the power of God. 

In conclusion, as the Youth group is recognized we 

as a church are ALL recognized.  Scripture says, 

“25 so that there should be no division in the body, 

but that its parts should have equal concern for each 

other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; 

if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it”. I 

look forward to seeing everyone at our 1st Annual 

Gospel Meeting starting Sunday March 29th. 

 

 

            By 

       Jamal Colson 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches 

of Christ send greetings. Ro 16:16 
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“Forgive us our sins, we have forgiven…”  
Matthew 6:12 - Forgive us our debts, as we also 

have forgiven our debtors.  

Matthew 6:14-15 - For if you forgive men when 

they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their 

sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  

Matthew 18:21-22 - Then Peter came to Jesus 

and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother when he sins against me? Up to seven 

times?" 22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven 

times, but seventy-seven times.   

Matthew 18:35 - "This is how my heavenly 

Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 

brother from your heart."  

Mark 11:25 - And when you stand praying, if 

you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so 

that your Father in heaven may forgive you your 

sins." 

Luke 11:4 -  Forgive us our sins, for we also 

forgive everyone who sins against us. 

Luke 17:3-4 - So watch yourselves. "If your 

brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive 

him. 4 If he sins against you seven times in a day, 

and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I re-

pent,' forgive him."  

Luke 23:34 - Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, 

for they do not know what they are doing." 

Colossians 3:13-14 - Bear with each other and 

forgive whatever grievances you may have against 

one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

1 John 1:9-10 - If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and pu-

rify us from all unrighteousness.  

What does forgiveness look like when it is genu-

inely given and received?  What are the conditions 

that must be in place for its successor, reconciliation 

to be achieved?  As people, we are created with a 

capacity to remember the past, but lack the capacity 

to change it. And furthermore, the more bitter the 

past, the more urgent and necessary the need to for-

give, as forgiveness is the only cure for the past.  

This cure however binds together forgiveness, justifi-

cation and reconciliation, with forgiveness serving as 

the gateway to the others. 

 One hindrance to forgiveness is that aggrieved par-

ties may think the cost of forgiveness is too great a 

sacrifice to make. For many victims, the wrong suf-

fered is so severe, that for them the past is gone and 

the future is on hold. Without forgiveness these vic-

tims remain shackled to a past that is encased in mo-

ments of horror.  Forgiveness in such cases is more 

likely a process and not a momentary occurrence. 

 Described above is forgiveness from the human 

standpoint. Divine forgiveness is different. When the 

preconditions are met our God forgives instantane-

ously and with unfathomable depth. Nothing is with-

held for future considerations, “I will forgive their 

wickedness and will remember their sins no 

more” (Hebrews 8:12). This is our model; this is our 

prototype, forgiveness from the “heart.” The bedfel-

lows of forgiveness are justification and reconcilia-

tion; they are not the same, they are different with 

different results.  

 Justification reflects the fact of a restored relation-

ship given by another.  When it relates to an offense 

it can only be set right by the offended party; if not, 

and it resides with the perpetrator, it is “self-

justification” which is a barrier to forgiveness and 

reconciliation.  

 In the trichotomy of justification, reconciliation 

and forgiveness, reconciliation is the restored rela-

tionship, justification expresses the result of that rela-

tionship and forgiveness acknowledges and practices 

the result.  With repentant and confessing hearts, we 

go to Jesus heavy laden with our sins, we leave for-

given, justified and reconciled. 

 

Lancelot W. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1cor+12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28648c


“I don’t wanna … be good” 
 

Gal. 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness ...   
We still ask: if these are “fruit of the spirit”, how are non
-Christians able to do these things.  “I’m a good per-
son.”  Ever hear someone say that?  What is Biblical 
goodness?   
Jesus was called good teacher.  He gives us perspec-
tive: 
Mk. 10:18 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus an-
swered. "No one is good--except God alone. 
ONLY God is good.  So the ‘Goodness’ of the spirit is 
God working in the heart of a disciple.  The irony Jesus 
challenges is to rethink what really is good.  Jesus’ 
goodness ultimately revealed itself in his sacrifice.  Paul 
calls us to that same type goodness 
Phil. 2:4 “… look not only to your own interest, but also 
to the interest of others.” 
Goodness from the heart inspired by the Spirit takes 
sacrifice.  One of the best example: 
Mk. 12:41-44 …Many rich people threw in large 
amounts. 42 But this poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a 
penny...this poor widow has put more into the treasury 
than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; 
but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she 
had to live on.” 
True ‘goodness’ has no regret or expectation.  The gifts 
and sacrifices are genuine and seek glory for God not 
self.  We so often tie luggage to gifts.  “You scratch my 
back, I’ll scratch your.”  That is NOT spiritual goodness.  
If we do something ‘good’ we expect the trumpets to 
sound and the receiver to be forever indebted to us. 
Lk. 6:34 And if you lend to those from whom you ex-
pect repayment, what credit is that to you?  Even 
‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners’, expecting to be repaid in full. 
Do you know what the Spirit is calling you to do?  
Do it! 
Matt. 7:11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him! 

 

THE LORD’S BODY 

Privileged to Serve 03/22/2015 
Morning Service 
Song leader        Jason Harper 
Welcome/Prayer        Jamal Colson 
Song  #      242  
Scripture – Phil. 2:1-4  Tyler Dowdy  

Songs #      589  
Song #      412  
Second Prayer       Mike Salimbene 
Song  #       324   
Lord’s table and Collection: 
Lead            John Sicignano 
Assistant          James Guiffre 
Assistant          Steve Lynch  
Assistant          C. Hendrickson 
Song  - Kids to class  
Song #          853    
Scripture  -Phil. 2:5-11   Steve Lynch 
Sermon -          Lancelot Watson 
Invitation #     934      
Responses & prayer:     
Derek Peterson 
John Stallworth 
Announcements &     
Closing Prayer      Jamal Colson  
Closing Song #  703 

The Gospel Truth 

A publication of the Patchogue Church 

of Christ, 1 N. Sunrise Highway, 

(North Service Road), Corner of Hew-

lett Ave., Patchogue, NY 11772. 

Editors:  

Lancelot Watson - 781-420-4412 

John Stallworth - 631-312-1597 

Benjamin Field - 516-885-2365 

E-mail comments, articles and ques-

tions to: lanwat@live.com 

 

The School of Life  
“Education is a kind of continuing dialogue, and a 

dialogue assumes, in the nature of the case, different 

points of view” - Robert Huchkins  
  I believe life to be a continuous education.  One 

where our condition is assisted by God as He helps us 

ever more to grow closer to Him.  In this education, He 

tolerates the flaws of the faithful.  God sees us one way 

while we see another.  Eventually we will see as God 

wishes us to see.  The problem with our secular educa-

tion is that it tries to force someone to think a certain 

way rather than see who and what kids are, and edu-

cate them from there.  It has one point of view. 

     I have heard good men say horrible things from the 

pulpit of God, but learn.  I have heard bad men say 

good things, but show their true colors.  One of the 

important things we must do is to make sure we do not 

define men and women by their sins as they experience 

their own education from God - which must be viewed 

as taking an entire lifetime. 

     When we look to people of the Bible we so often 

point to their flaws.  Instead of viewing them as peo-

ple, we point to them for justification.  I disagree with 

commentaries that point to David as a murderer or 

adulterer, as somehow an encouragement, because I 

feel it shows a common flaw in COC religious view-

point – defining men/women by their sins rather than 

their life as a whole, and pointing to their sins rather 

than to their life.  People who view biblical figures like 

this just don’t get it.  Read massive amounts of the 

O.T. and then you see David for who he is.  A good 

man who loved God. 

     Hebrews 11:7 shows us God’s view of these peo-

ple.  He viewed their lives as an education and a 

whole.  As God educates us in life we must;  

1 – Always be willing to learn.  

2 – Watch our perspective – if instinct is to say what 

people have done wrong, you don’t get it.  In that case, 

it would be best to be quiet and learn from God. :) 

How Can Prayer Help Us? (Part II) 

 

Sometimes we feel we would like to do better 

in our Christian walk, and we want some special help 

to strengthen us.  We identify strongly with Paul’s 

claim that, “I have the desire to do what is good, but I 

cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I 

want to do” (Romans 7:18). Paul shows us that 

through prayer, God will help us do what we should.  

He prayed this prayer for his brothers and sisters: “I 

pray…that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 

may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 

good work” (Colossians 1:10). He also told them, “we 

pray to God that you will not do anything wrong” (2 

Corinthians 13:7). This is the power of fellowship and 

of asking our brothers and sisters to pray for us when 

we feel weak, or vulnerable. We can ask God specifi-

cally to help us do what is right, to please Him, and 

bear fruit. 

Paul was driven to preach the gospel.  He did, 

however, ask the church to pray for him in doing this: 

“Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, 

words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 

known the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an 

ambassador”  (Ephesians 6:19).  Many of us want to 

be Christ’s ambassadors, and we can pray, and request 

our brethren to pray for us—ask God to open our 

mouths, closed by fear, or weariness, to give us the 

words to make the gospel known, fearlessly. 

Finally, the apostle John leaves us an exam-

ple of a prayer for each other that comprehensively 

asks God to help us to be well, all around—physically, 

emotionally, materially, and spiritually: “ I pray that 

you may enjoy good health and that all may go well 

with you, even as your soul is getting along well” (3 

John 2). I close with this prayer for you, and urge that 

we pray this prayer for each other frequently. 

Living it Out—
Practical Christianity 

by  
Benjamin Field 

Ladies’ Corner 

by  

Paulette Watson 


